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A step in the right direction 
The Huron Daily Tribune 05/21/2003

It isn't perfect, but it's a good start. That's how we'd characterize the 
results of the Shoreline Task Force's efforts. 

The task force was created last year to look at beachfront maintenance issues. It 
brought together people from various viewpoints to the table, including the Army Corps 
of Engineers, the Department of Environmental Quality, Save Our Shoreline, private 
property owners and environmental groups just to name a few. The idea? Get all of 
the facts, comments, questions and concerns out onto the table and see where 
improvements could be made. 

The task force recommended that the Corps of Engineers and the DEQ work together 
to ease confusion about permits regarding beachfront maintenance. The agency's 
rules often conflicted, and the permit process was arduous to say the least. The 
result? The Corps of Engineers and DEQ worked on the permit process. What they've 
come up with is a one-page permit application for minor residential shore activities 
(versus the former 41 pages), and no fee. And, it is now clear that the following 
activities do not require a permit: mowing of vegetation; building sand castles; 
removing debris such as tires, log, dead fish and bottles from bottomland areas; hand 
shoveling/manually burying organic debris; using a wheelbarrow and/or mechanized 
vehicles to transport those materials to upland locations.

Many questions remain when it comes to the shoreline issue, maybe as many as there 
are opinions about what should and should not be done to the shoreline. But, this 
streamlined permit application process is a step in the right direction. Creating clear 
guidelines for residents also will go a long way to toward easing tensions and 
confusion. But perhaps the best thing to come out of all of this is the communication 
between the various stakeholders.

Preserving the rights of property owners and maintaining the integrity of our natural 
resources should be important goals for everyone. It can be difficult to do both, but it's 
certainly not impossible. The efforts of the task force and these newest developments 
are a step in the right direction. Now it's time to take the next step. 
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